
The Spokane Lilac Festival would like to thank our amazing community and partners for their patience and understanding as we have 

been working to modify our 82nd Festival year while monitoring the guidelines set forth by officials due to COVID-19. 

We have made the difficult decision to postpone the 82nd Spokane Lilac Festival Armed Forces Torchlight Parade to Saturday, July 

25, 2020. The decision to postpone rather than to cancel was not taken lightly. After many discussions with our Lilac Festival      

members, the City of Spokane, community members, other regional Festivals and our sponsors, we felt it would be worth doing things 

on a different timeline if we could bring our great community together. It is a happy coincidence that our 2020 Festival theme is 

‘Destination Spokane.’ We are grateful to live in a city as beautiful as Spokane and have a community full of people willing to honor 

and showcase it as the wonderful destination that it is. 

We are proud to host the largest Armed Forces Torchlight Parade in the nation every year. However, our Parade may be a bit smaller 

this year as not all our regular participants may be available or able to attend. And that is OK! We will still use this opportunity as a 

way to ‘Honor Our Military, Empower Our Youth and Showcase Our Region.’ 

As we will see with most Spokane traditions, the Lilac Festival and all it’s events will look quite a bit different this year. A lot of you 

may wonder what this means for events you were planning to attend or to which you have purchased tickets. Our team of dedicated 

Volunteers are working hard to determine which events we can move to the new Festival week in July or the weeks leading up to the 

Festival or which we may unfortunately need to cancel. We appreciate everyone’s patience as we continue to work through these    

details. As final decisions are made, we will update the community as soon as possible. 

To make our Torchlight Parade and other events happen, it will take the work of not only our current Volunteers but participation 

from the community as well. How can you help? 

• Attend or Tune In – we know these are incredibly hard times for everyone in our community. We hope that by coming       
downtown on Saturday, July 25th, putting out your lawn chair and blankets to claim your spot (or purchasing a bleacher seat) and 
walking around our beautiful park, shopping at River Park Square or one of the fantastic local shops, it can help bring back that sense 
of familiarity. If you are unable or not ready to attend in person, we are currently working with our wonderful sponsor, KHQ-TV to 
try and broadcast the Parade on SWX and online as they do every year.   
Participate in the Parade -If you have already submitted an application as a participant or vendor, our Parade Krewe will be reaching 
out soon on next steps. If you would like to be a part of our Parade on July 25th, applications are still open. You can find more       
information on our website, www.spokanelilacfestival.org. 
Become a Lilac Festival Volunteer – we are a 100% Volunteer organization. There are many opportunities for you to get involved 
with the Lilac Festival! Options are wide range, from being a part of our Parade Krewe, help build our Float, working with our      
Hosting team to plan events, or even helping our Hospitality team make and provide food to our Volunteers on Parade Day. You can 
learn more about our Volunteer opportunities on our website. 
Become a Sponsor – the Spokane Lilac Festival is a non-profit organization that is supported in large part by many generous        
community businesses in both monetary and in-kind donations. If your company is interested in supporting our Parade and/or         
Association, please email us at office@spokanelilacfestival.org or visit our website. 

Donate - we know that this is a difficult time financially for many of our community members, and this may not be an option for you, 
but if you are able to help by donating money or in-kind services, it would be greatly appreciated. Please email us 
at office@spokanelilacfestival.org or visit our website. 

Finally, we understand that timelines on group gatherings and social restrictions are extremely fluid right now. The Lilac Festival will 

continue to plan our events, however modified they may be, and we will adjust or make further decisions if updated guidelines warrant 

it. 

Again, thank you to our entire Spokane community, city officials, all our sponsors and our amazing Lilac Family for your continued 

faith and support in our Association. We are all in this together and we are ready to once again showcase ‘Destination Spokane’. 

Dan VerHeul 
2020 ‘Destination Spokane’ Lilac Festival President 
509-535-4554 | office@spokanelilacfestival.org 
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